
From the outset, Ken desired to create a 

nurturing, non-toxic, free of chemicals 

living environment that is also minimizing 

waste, and utilizing sustainable and 

alternative energy. The lessons learned 

through managing the design, permitting 

and building of GREENNEST, a waterfront 

home in the Annapolis area, are 

highlighted here. 

 

Working within local 

building codes, 

GREENNEST 

maximizes alternative 

construction 

approaches that 

features harmony with 

the natural setting and 

life cycle analysis for 

all building components. The goal has 

been to balance cost and materials to 

create an affordable environmentally 

friendly dwelling.  

 

The principles in Green  building 

techniques followed by Ken focused on 

sensitivity to site development, reducing 

energy and water use, having a healthy 

indoor air quality,  and incorporating 

environmentally 

friendly building 

materials as much as 

possible.  The project is also expected to 

reduce utility bills, decrease 

maintenance costs, and enhance the 

health and well-being of the home 

occupants.  

Anne Arundel County 

building regulations on 

the water are based 

on stringent physical 

land use planning 

codes that focus on 

the Maryland Critical 

Area legislation. At its 

inception in 1985, this 

legislation was an 

innovative and 

progressive set of guidelines to control 

development in the entire shoreline of 

the State. Today, these old regulations 

were road blocks in incorporating 

technologies to reduce septic impacts, 

minimize water consumption, and reduce 

the carbon footprint.  New thinking with 

innovative incentives are required to 

reduce the carbon footprint and improve 

the local environment and Bay health. 

Building GREENNEST 

 

How Do You Know Your Home Is Green?© 
A GREENHOME GUIDE  

Developed by SusDev Tech Based on Planning  

and Building  GREENNEST  April 2010  

GREENNEST uses many certified products and 

fundamentally meets several GREEN standards 

BUT is not using third party certification 
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The research undertaken to build GREENNEST 

shows that there are many competing promotions 

and standards - itõs a confusing world out there - BUT 

you can achieve GREEN on your own 



Forest Stewardship 

Council certification of 

all the Douglas Fir 

framing from the 

Hoopa Indian 

reservation in Northern 

California with chain of 

custody through the 

harvesting and milling 

process  

A FAST (Fixed Activated 

Sludge Treatment) septic 

system to reduce nitrogen 

through multiple biological, 

bio-chemical, and physical 

processes  

A Commitment to Design, Build and Demonstrate 

Practical Green Construction for the Homeowner 

Timberpeg milling and 

production uses 

computer engineering for 

precision cuts and 

minimizes lumber waste 

Certification for 

other wood 

products includ-

ing pressure 

treated joists, 

western red ce-

dar from British 

Colombia, 

spruce from 

Finland and ipe 

from Brazil  

Site engineering design for 

stormwater capture with 

multiple intercept structures 

and an outfall infiltration and 

sediment reduction system  

Construction of 

septic system 

piping drilled 

under county road 

to pump 

wastewater to 

upper lot for 

protecting 

waterfront 

groundwater from 

contamination   

High R value ISO 

insulation with 

long lasting and 

energy efficient 

Hardiplank and 

Energy Star 

rated windows 

and doors  

Use of low VOC interior Ben-

jamin Moore Aura Green-

Guard paints, wood floor 

finish from Vermont Natural 

Coatings and low toxic Land 

Ark sealer on post, beams 

and trim 


